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Army to Check 585 LSD Test Subjects j 

Physical, Mental E xam s Set for Persons Given Drug in ’50s, ’60s j 


1// "/ / ^ By Bill Richards ' : 

Washington. Post Staff Writer 

The ; Army r announced last night that j. L 
it plans to. .find and give physical and 
mental examinations to hundreds of 
persons whd* took part in an extensive- 
series of LSD experiments during the 
1950s and 1960s. 

An Army ' spokesman, • citing “possi- 
ble after-effects from' LSD that were 
, not known at the time of the tests” 
said the Army knows of 585 persons ^ 
!; who received the. hallucinogenic drug . 
i at least one time , between 1959 and 
.1967, when the tests were ended. . 

The spokesman . said that the Army 
is now trying to determine how many 
more persons were involved in other 
LSD tests, which he said took place 
between 1956 and 1959. All persons 
who were involved in the Army-spon- 
sored testing" will be included in the 


e xamin atioh''program;‘'tfaespokesmap 

said. , L; 

The announcement, -which followed 
4: high-level nieeting of Army officials 
yesterday, is the first official acknowl- 
edgement of tests -with iLSD on sol- 
diers and civilians! L: . . 

The spokesman said that psychologi- 
cal examinations were made of all per- 
sons involved in the testing by the 
v Army before the LSD was administered. 
.But he said that apparently no follow- 
up programs were undertaken on any- 
one; in the tests until last year, 
The-spokesman saia that ias't. Febru- 
. ary the Army began seeking 34 sol- 
' diers ' who took part -ini an - LSD test, 
conducted in 1960 at Fort Benniug, Ga.. 
One member of that group told Army 
doctors last year that be believed he 
may have developed epilepsy , because 
of his participation in the test. 

The Army spokesman said 19 of the 


'members of that test have been located 
and tested, but he said results of the 
.. tests would not be, available until the 

fail. - , : 

C impletion Jol the: overall testing 
proi Irani of ^tbose involved in . the 
Arniy’s LSD experiments will he , “a 
larg e, difficult and: time-consuming un- 
der aking,” according to the Army 
spokesman. He said the followup tests 
: alsc will be eonducted.by the. National, 
Acs demy of Sciences, and the Veterans 
Ad:ninistration. 

Tiitiaf questions, about, the effects 
of LSD tests by government agencies 
were raised last month after a report } 

by the Rockefeller Commission that \ 
said the CIA administered LSD to a j 
civlian scientist working for the | 
Army. The scientist, committed suicide 
: several days later. 
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The scientist was identified as Dr. 
Frank Olson last week at. a press con- 
ference held by his family in Fred- 
erick,. Md. Olson’s family said they 
plan to sue the CIA. 

A Baltimore 'psychiatrist said this. 

week that he had been part of another 
set of experiments run fiy the Army 
and the University of Maryland that 
involved hundreds of soldiers and 
civilians who were tested with LSD at 
the university’s medical school in 
Baltimore and at the Army Chemical 
Center at Edgewood, Md. ' 

The Army spokesman yesterday de- 
clined to reveal the nature of the 
LSD testing but said the military is 
looking through its test reports to 


Committee said yesterday he had learned 
that other branches of the services also 
tested their members with LSD. Rep. 
Thomas J. Downey (D) said servicemen 
were told never to reveal their part m 
the tests because of national security 
regulations and that this may have caused 
some to avoid treatment for problems 
that arose because: of their, exposure to 
LSD. ■ . 

A number of experimental LSD pro- 
grams have also been carried on by other 
government agencies, chiefly though 
the sponsorship of the National Institute 
of Mental Health. • - / ' 

The Army’s announcement of its fol- 
lowup tests yesterday, djd not include 
any other branch of the service or any 

other federal agencies. . 

The Army spokesman said yesterday 


looking through its test reports m its ' tests will take be- 

determine which ones could be de- ■ .it expects that .its tests wu^ ^ 

classified. He said a total of 323 per- twe ^ a each 

at otter Army bases during that will be conducted 

P T°Npw York Congressman who is. a at several, places around the country, 

mfmber of the: S“d Services he said, and. will also involve persons 


wio have not been given LSD to deter- 
mine what after-effects may have been 
due to file drug and what would be 
considered normal for a, group of the 
same age. . 

The soldiers who were involved m 
the LSD tests, the spokesman said 
wire tested both in laboratory and 
field settings. Those tested in labs, 
h» said, individually signed statements 
of their willingness to take part m the 
experiments. Those who were given 
tie drug in field tests did not sign 
individual releases hut were signed up 
as units.. 

According to the spokesman the 
itrmy used LSD in a variety of ex- 
periments. In 1957 at Edgewood, for 
example, 16 soldiers were given the 
drug and then were pitted against 
ea!h cttcr in a volley ball game. ■ 
Another group was told to /break 
down their rifles while under the m- 
Tuence of the drug. 

The testing, the . spokesman said, 
involved troops at bases- in Maryland, 
North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama 
and Utah. 




